Intestinal obstruction, progressive weight loss, and recurrent fever in two patients with mesenteric lesions.
We describe 2 patients who presented with fever and incomplete intestinal obstruction. Previously, both patients had had laparotomies showing unresectable lesions in the root of the mesentery which were histologically diagnosed as sclerosing mesenteritis in the first and mesenteric fibromatosis in the second patient. In spite of aggressive immunosuppressive therapy the first patient deteriorated with high-grade fever and progressive weight loss. Similar symptoms occurred in the second patient. Computed tomographic scanning revealed necrotic lesions in both patients which histologically were found to be an angiocentric T-cell lymphoma in the first and a superinfected necrotizing fibroma in the second patient. It is therefore clinically and radiologically impossible to distinguish between the different causes of mesenteric lesions. Reoperation for further biopsies needs to be considered if such patients do not respond to medical treatment.